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CIAM (Congrès International d'Architecture Moderne) 

CIAM was founded in Switzerland in 1928 by a group of architects, primarily; Hélène de 
Mandrot, Sigfried Giedion, and Le Corbusier. 

From the beginning, CIAM was conceived of as an instrument of propaganda to advance the 
cause of the new architecture that was developing in Europe in the 1920s. 

CIAM was intended to create an international avant-garde of modern architecture. It was to 
be an elite new structure of association for architects to advance their cause against the then-
dominant neoclassicism of the academies of architecture, which its founders hoped would place the 
new architecture into its “true economic and social environment”. 

CIAM was intended both to define the basis of the new architecture and to vigorously 
promote it to official clients and the public at large. 

 CIAM’s conferences had take place 11 times from 1928 to 1959 (CIAM 11). First meeting was 
organized in Paris by Le Corbusier Gabriel Guevrekian, and in Zurich by members of the Swiss 
Werkbund and the art historian Sigfried Giedion. In the first CIAM congress the subjects such as; 
problems of Paris, general economic system, town planning and architecture had been mentioned. 

 Le Corbusier made two drafts of a “Work Program” for the event consisting of these six 
questions for discussion by the Congress: Modern architectural expression, Standardization, 
Hygiene, Urbanism, Primary school education, Governments and the modern architecture debate. 

Additionally, following CIAM congresses with the mainly mentioned subjects and years are; 
CIAM II in Frankfurt , Germany in 1929, on The Minimum Dwelling. CIAM III in Brussels, Belgium in 
1930 on Rational Land Development. CIAM IV in Athens, Greece in 1933 on The Functional City. 
CIAM V in Paris, France in 1937 on Dwelling and Recovery. CIAM VI in Bridgwater, England in 1947 
on Reconstruction of the Cities. CIAM VII in Bergamo, Italy in 1949 on Art and Architecture. CIAM 
VIII in Hoddesdon, England in 1951 on The Heart of the City. CIAM IX in Aix-en-Provence, France in 
1953 on Habitat. CIAM X in Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia in 1956 on Habitat also and CIAM XI in Otterlo, 
the Netherlands in 1959 organized dissolution of CIAM by Team 10. 
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